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Boston Society of Natural History, May 16. — The following 
paper was read : 

Mr. A. W. Grabau : Ancient and modern channels of the Genesee 
River. Scereoptieon views were shown. 

Samuel Henshaw, 

Secretary. 



SCIENTIFIC NEWS. 



Professor G. J. Romanes. — We have to announce the recent 
sudden death of Professor Romanes. He was born in Kingston, Can- 
ada, in 1848, and graduated at Cambridge, England, in 1870. In 
1873 he was Burney prize essayist, and Croonian lecturer in 1875. 
His first important investigation was on the anatomy and physiology of 
the nervous system of the Medusae, and he first placed our knowledge 
of this subject on a definite basis. His works on the evolution of mind 
in the lower animals and man are the best we have on the subject. He 
was a prolific writer on evolution, and leaned sometimes to the Neola- 
markian, sometimes to the Neodarwinian opinions. In his latest work 
he revised the opinions of Weismann, and showed the important mod- 
ifications which they have undergone. The death of Professor Romanes 
is a serious loss to science. 

The Peary Auxiliary Expedition. — The members of this expe- 
dition dined together at St. Georges Hotel, Brooklyn, June 17th, pre- 
paratory to taking passage on the steamer Portia for St. Johns, N. B. 
A farewell dinner was given to Henry G. Bryant, the leader of the 
expedition and his colleagues at the Art Club, Philadelphia, on June 
18th by the members of the advisory committee of the Geographical 
Club. At St. Johns they expect to be joined by the steam whaler 
Falcon, on which they will sail for North Greenland to look for Lieut. 
Peary and his party. 

The members of the expedition are Professor Wm. Libbey, Jr., of 
Princeton University, geographer; Professor T. C. Chamberlin, of the 
University of Chicago, geologist; Dr. Axel Ohlin/of Sweden, zoolo- 
gist; Dr. H. E. Wetherill, of Philadelphia, surgeon; H. L. Bridgman, 
of the Brooklyn Standard-Union ; Emil Diebtsch, of Port Royal, S. 
C, civil engineer. 

When the Portia sails to-morrow she will have on board the usual 
Arctic outfit of snow shoes, sledges, ice axes, tents, etc. The vessel 
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■will probably reach St. Johns about the 26th of this month, and by 
the 4th of July, it is thought, the Falcon will sail for the far North. 

It is hoped that Peary's headquarters in Bowdoin Bay will be 
reached by July 25. If assured of the safety of Peary's party, some 
of the members of the expedition will then pay a brief visit to Elles- 
mere Land in their search for the missing naturalists, Bjorling and 
Kallstenius, who were ship-wrecked on the Carey Island two years 
ago. 

The auxiliary expedition and the Peary party, it is expected, will 
leave Bowdoin Bay, September 1, and sail on the Falcon for this city, 
arriving here probably by the 15th of that month. 

The Retirement of Professor Dana. — The resignation of Pro- 
fessor Dana from the position he has long held in Yale University is 
announced. 

Professor Dana is eighty-one years of age, and is compelled to aban- 
don further active work by feeble health. His resignation has just 
been accepted. He graduated from Yale in the class of 1833, returned 
to college as tutor and succeeded to a full professorship fifty years ago. 
Since then he has had charge of the department of natural science. 

Born in Utica, 1ST. Y., February 12, 1823, Dr. Dana early became 
interested in the researches of Professor Benjamin Silliman, and 
through them was attracted to New Haven. Under his guidance he 
was graduated from Yale in 1833 and immediately appointed instructor 
of mathematics to midshipmen in the United States Navy, and in this 
capacity visited the seaports of France, Italy, Greece and Turkey 
while on board the warships Delaware and United States. In 1836-38 
he was assistant to Professor Silliman in the department of chemistry 
at Yale, and while thus engaged was appointed mineralogist and geol- 
gist to the exploring expedition to the Southern and Pacific Oceans 
under Captain Charles Wilkes. He was on the corvette Peacock, 
wrecked at the mouth of the Columbia Eiver. He returned in 1842 
and spent some years on his portion of the report, which was partly 
prepared in Washington. In 1844 Dr. Dana married Professor Silli- 
man's daughter, Henrietta Frances, and he has since continued to 
reside at New Haven. In 1850 Dr. Dana was appointed Silliman 
Professor of natural history and geology at Yale, and the same year 
became associate editor of the American Journal Science and Arts, 
founded by the elder Silliman in 1819. Later he became editor-in- 
chief, with his son, Edward S. Dana, as assistant. In 1872 the Geo- 
logical Society of London conferred on Dr. Dana its Wollaston med- 
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al, and in 1877 he received the Copley gold medal from the Royal 
Society of London. He is a member of many of the leading scientific 
societies of the world, and was President of the American Association 
for the Advancement of Science in 1854. In 1872 the University of 
Munich gave him the degree of Ph. D., and in 1886 at the Harvard 
celebration he was awarded the degree of LL. D. 

Professor Dana's principal works have been on Corals and Crus- 
tacea, and in Geology and Mineralogy. His text-books of the latter 
subjects are so well known as to require only mention here. 

The Wistar Institute of the University of Pennsylvania. 

— This important addition to the many courses of the University is 
the gift of General Isaac J. Wistar, a son of Dr. Caspar Wistar, one 
of the earliest professors of anatomy at this institution. The preserva- 
tion and exhibition of the Wistar Anatomical Museum is the princi- 
pal object of the institute. There will also be added to it a complete 
collection of all objects necessary for the successful study of biology, 
anatomy and the historical development of the organs in man. The 
department will be so thoroughly equipped from a scientific stand- 
point that it will be used not only for purposes of exhibition but also 
for practical teaching. Advanced research will be the most striking 
feature of the work. 

In connection with the institute there will be established a course of 
lectures which will give graduates of the medical department opportu- 
nities for post-graduate courses and deeper research in the advanced 
stages of anatomy and biology. 

A periodical will be published, in which these subjects will be treated 
by men who have become celebrated because of their knowledge of 
these important subjects. In this building will be placed the present 
museum of anatomy, known as the Wistar and Horner Museum, 
which was presented to the University by the widow of Dr. Caspar 
Wistar, which gift was afterward supplemented by those of Mr. Hor- 
ner. In addition to this the museum now used in connection with the 
Biological School will be placed in the building as soon as it is com- 
pleted. 

It has been decided to place the management of this institute under 
the direction of a Board of Managers elected by the Trustees of the 
University. In order that the memory of the founder of this depart- 
ment may be perpetuated in fitting recognition of the appreciation felt 
at the benevolence of General Wistar, it has been settled that one of 
the managers shall be a descendant of the Wistar family. The other 
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two will be the President and Vice-President of the Academy of Nat- 
ural Sciences. 

The University will elect a dean of the department, who will devote 
his entire time and energies to the development of the manifold inter- 
ests of the institute, which gives promise of being one of the greatest 
of its kind not only in this country, but also will rank high among 
similar departments in the European schools of anatomy. Fellow- 
ships will be established in order to afford deserving students ample 
opportunity for extended researches in this department. 

Dr. Horace Jayne, the retiring dean of the college department of 
the University, has presented his famous anatomical collection, pur- 
chased some years ago from the renowned Collector Wade, to the 
Wistar Institute. The collection is composed principally of mammals, 
including a large number of alcoholic specimens and a complete set of 
rhinoceros skeletons. 

Work on the building was begun less than two years ago. It is 
of buff brick, plainly but handsomely finished in buff terra cotta, 
and so constructed as to permit of additions being made with 
facility. The structure is thoroughly fire proof, and is provided with 
the most approved fire-escapes. It has a depth of sixty-six feet on 
Woodlaud Avenue, and a frontage of two hundred and thirty-seven 
feet on Thirty-sixth Street. On the latter thoroughfare is the broad 
entrance leading into a large vestibule eighteen by twenty feet. To 
the left of the entrance the curator's room is situated, and to the left 
is the lecture room connecting with the professor's room. The main 
entrance from the vestibule leads into the main hall, the dimensions of 
which are forty-four by thirty-six feet. 

Passing through the hall to the left one will find the main museum 
a roomy apartment of fifty by one hundred and ten feet, furnished 
throughout with all the appliances necessary for an institution of the 
sort. Two smaller rooms toward the Spruce Street end are reserved for 
the reception of private collections. 

The second floor will be devoted principally to work-rooms and pro- 
fessors' apartments. It will also contain a library and a museum cor- 
responding in size to the one on the lower floor. Three more work- 
rooms are located on the third floor, with quarters for the janitor. 
There will also be another museum formed of galleries eighteen feet 
wide, overlooking the similar department on the floor below. 

The basement will be devoted exclusively to work-rooms, all of 
which will be furnished with zincs, flues and other appliances necessary 
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for dissecting work. The height of the basement is twelve feet, and 
that of the other floors, fourteen, twelve and twelve respectfully. 

At the opening exercises, there was a fair assemblage notwithstand- 
ing the very unfavorable weather. Addresses were made by Provost 
William Pepper, Director Harrison Allen, M. D., and Professor Wil- 
liam Osier, M. D., of John Hopkins, formerly of the University of 
Pennsylvania. 

Major J. W. Powell has resigned from the Directorship of the U. S. 
Geological Survey, and Mr. C. D. Walcott has been appointed by the 
President and Senate to take his place. 

Professor H. S. Williams formerly of Cornell University, takes the 
place of Professor J. D. Dana in Yale University. 

Among the books announced by MacMillan & Co. for early publi- 
cation are : — " A three months course of practical instruction in Bot- 
any" by F. O. Bower; a "Course in Experimental Psychology " by 
J. McK. Cattell ; " Physiology for Beginners " by Michael Foster ; 
" Methods of Histological Research " by C. von Kahlden, translated 
by C. Morley Fletcher ; " Text-book of Invertebrate Embryology " 
by Korscheldt and Heider, translated by E. L. Mark and W. M. 
Woodworth ; " Lectures on Human and Animal Psychology " by 
Wilhelm Wundt, translated by J. E. Creighton and E. B. Tichener ; 
and a series, the " Cambridge Natural Science Manuals " edited by A. 
E. Shipley and containing " Elementary Paleontology — Invertebrate " 
by Henry Woods ; " Practical Physiology of Plants " by F. Darwin 
and E. H. Acton ; " Text-book of Physical Anthropology" by Alex. 
Macallister; " The Vertebrate Skeleton" by S. H. Beynolds; "Fossil 
Plants " by A. C. Seward ; and " Elements of Botany " by F. Dar- 
win. 

We regret to learn that our contemporary "Science" has suspended 
publication for want of sufficient financial support. 

The Philadelphia Zoological Garden has received specimens of the 
Indian cats, Felio bengalensis and F. viverrinus. 

Errata in June Naturalist. — For Fig. 4, p. 530, read Fig. 2. 
For Fig. 2, p. 529, read Fig. 3. For Fig. 3, p. 530, read Fig. 4. 



